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7 d Roman languages ; it was education based 

the study of the Greek a " a )fist jn literature and language. He then 

upon all that was best a ' m of class jcal education from three or f 0Ur 
proceeded to trace the his y that the greatest branch of education 
centuries B.C., emphasising cons i ste d in the study of rhetoric 

amongst the Athenians a education which was sadly neglected 

and public speaking, a out that a knowledge of the classics 

in our days He wen which to build up the education of our 

was the most soun our nationa i education was a 

children. It was « d on all ^ c]assjcaL In speakillg of the 

failure, but 1 "a public school education of to-day, the lecturer 

s^hfbelTeved' whh Mr. Cecil Grant that the ignorance and intellectual 
apathy of the youth of to-day arose from the worship of athletics, the 
growth of luxury and self-indulgence, and the fact that masters did not 
always teach as they ought and might do. The lecturer further contended 
that in the majority of schools each master had too many boys under 
his control. He went on to explain the primary reasons for his advocacy 
of classical education. The study of Latin and Greek taught a boy to 
i 3 u »w» coif mnrp rpadilv than in anv other form nf ctnrhr . 


it gave a boy a grasp of his own language, which he could not obtain in 
any other way ; it was the soundest basis upon which to build up a love 
of literature; it offered unrivalled opportunities for lessons in right con- 
duct; and, above all, it had humanizing effects. — A discussion followed, 
in which Mrs. Feilden, Mrs. Sim, Mrs. Sewill, Miss Ambler, and Mr. 
Sewill took part. 

Winchester. — The first of this season’s lectures was given on 
Oct. 8th, at the Abbey House (by kind permission of the Mayor and 
Mrs. Fort). The subject — “ Some Theories of Education at the time of 
the Renaissance’ was most ably treated by Dr. Burge, headmaster of the 
College. 1 he children’s Natural History branch is proving a success, but 
the bad weather has interrupted the plans occasionally. — On Saturday, 
-Nov. 2 1 st, the Rev. J. E. Kelsall will lecture on “ Birds,” with a lantern, 
at the headmaster’s house, The College, at 3.30. Children admitted. 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

AT 

The Portman Rooms, Baker St., London, W. 
October 27th to October 30 th, 1903. 


I UESDAY, October 27th, at 10.30 a.m. 

At 10.45 a.m. (Rev. W. A. Lilley in the chair), Mrs. 
Clement Parsons read her paper on Parents and Lessons. 

At 12.15 p-m., the Rev. Wilfrid Richmond read his 
paper on 

CHILDREN AND THE CATECHISM. 

I remember once hearing - a great architect say that there 
were two subjects on which an amateur always thought that 
he knew as much as an expert — architecture and theology. 
And I remember thinking at the time, and I have often 
thought since, that a third subject might be added to the 
list— education. Well, there is a sense in which we are all 
experts in all three subjects. If we don t know how to 

vox,. XIV. — NO. 12. K< * 
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p experience the disadvantage of living 
build good are not competent to make creeds we 


in bad ones 
have 


a oiic^ » -- believe in a creed and to live by it 

nave got somehow to ^ ^ it we ll or ill, we can’t help 

and as to children, w ^ eduC ate them by what we are. 
educating them, beCa here f ore) D n a subject which combines 
In speaking to you , - 1 wh foh everyone is an expert, I 

two of these three jf j seem to forget it, that I know 

beg you to rem * m ’ experts in religious teaching, and 
r^Cldluteed in saying anything that is not quite 
Lite on a very familiar subject 1 an, tar from wishing ,o 
lay 0 down the law, I am not putting forward ideas for your 
immediate acceptance, or even for tntmedtate dtscussion I 
am rather commending to the test of your experience what 
I believe to have stood the test of my own. 

I am asked to speak to you on children and the Catechism, 
and the way I wish to approach the subject is to ask whether 
the Catechism with which we are most of us familiar under 
that name, the Catechism of the Church which I have the 
honour to serve, is a help towards teaching children on 
religious subjects by catechising — that is, by question and 
answer. Because, on the face of it, this particular document, 
the Catechism — and much the same would be true of other 
similar documents — is not very obviously fitted to serve as a 
help in catechising. There are several reasons why it is not. 
I will take one of them first. 

Catechising we commonly take to mean teaching by ques- 
tion and answer, eliciting the truth by the play of mind on 
mind, that natural dialectic in which the child is often a very 
competent performer. But this document, the Catechism, is 
a summary of doctrine, a compact statement of the things 
which a man ought to know and believe. There were many 
such before and at the time of the Reformation. Such a 
document has got to be learnt, not to be elicited. If y oU 
teach it you are putting in, not taking out. 

Ihis is a real contrast. The difficulty is not very hard to 
meet, but it is worth while to deal with it not only in general 
terms but also in some detail. The general answer to the 
i cult), I take to be this. The object of catechetical teach- 
tei * c bing by question and answer, is to put in by the 
0 ° Siting out. Starting from some fact or truth 
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which the child knows and can rM n 

him on to— what ? Wei] to th* t u reco g nisi e, you lead 
your mind to lead him on t0 ‘ he "Mch you h ave it in 

what you want to lead him to s PP ° U 1 *"°™’ When y° u be S in > 
very likely to succeed in leading m you don>t you are not 
sound and true his instincts ar/at'h 3I 7 wh . ere - However 
leading those that see, and the’ blind*!, ^ be the blind 
Wind than that, as perhaps we have m , Y**' ' Md *»• 
when we tried to take a'lesTon Z ™ ^ 
greater mistake than to suppose that L ^ Ahere 18 no 
children on religious subjects unprepared “I ffE y ° Ung 
pec, ally true of teaching by quest, on and answer Child* 

wits are nimble. They are keen-sighted Thevh^ “* 

for by-ways. You must have gone the road before you 
must know every turn and twist of it, all the sign-pos.s all 
the st'ies which tempt you to climb over them, and all 'the 

will ’ W te "' Pt y °d '° S ‘ ray d ° W " them ' Otherwise you 

Will lose your way and you will arrive-no where 

It is sound then to have a document-a summary to give 

us the main points, the map of the country. You may stop 

to look at the view, you may stop to pick flowers, you may 

stop to pick fruit, but you want to keep to the road. That, 

it seems to me, is the general answer to the question as to 

the use for teaching religious truth by question and answer 

of a document, a summary. 

But I will ask you to allow me to answer the question 
somewhat more in detail. Is, this particular document a 
good guide to catechising, to teaching by question and 
answer r What guidance does it giver 

!*) birst of all it teaches us the elementary principle that 
you must begin from some fact which the child knows — 
something obvious ; if it is also something not obviously 
connected with the subject in hand so much the better. 
Tou have got a name. How did you get it ? Ah, you were 
baptized. I here is something to start from. What is 
baptism r What happened when you were baptized r Why 
was it done ? What does it mean r 

( 2 ) But it does not follow because you must begin, so to 
sa y, from where the child is that you will do well to let 
bim go where he wants to. If you were to ask the general 
question, “What is the Catechism about?” you would very 
likely get the answer that it is about what we ought to do 
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~ rf \ that it is about duty. Well, ask the 
for God; in a w > the answer; get it in order to 

question if you suggests yon should correct it. 

correct it, as the J> g us , \ t is about what God 

I, is about God, and ^ ^ ^ do for God . Bu , wh(ch 

comes°first? Wha, God does for «s Grace first, then duty. 

Now here is a great guide in teaching rel.g, on-God first. 
First bring the child face to face with the love of God in 
Christ. He knows it. He will tell you. Question and 
answer will bring it out that the love of God has come and 
laid hold of his life long ago. Religion is a response, that 
is the principle in your mind. And to him you say, “"lhe 
love of God has come, and through the love of those who 
loved you and did for you what you couldn’t do for yourself, 
you have grown up all along as the child of God. You could 
not speak for yourself or move yourself, you weren’t yourself 
yet, but God’s love provided that as your bodily life grows 
out of ours and is separated from it by degrees, so your 
religious life should grow out of ours. God’s love was 
beforehand with you. We love Him because He first loved 
us. You are the child of God. God has been working in 
you and with you ever since you can remember and before, 
to renew and make to grow in you your own proper nature — 
the proper nature of all men made in the image of God, 
the nature which has got spoilt by sin but not buried or 
c estroyed, so that you might grow up in His likeness, to love 
t e good that He loves and hate the evil that He abhors, 
aiu love to do His will, because you know He loves you.” 
bo much for the first point. 

on^Vr 18 the neXt P oint mar ked by the Catechism 
turn to o ng WhiCh y ° U are to lead ^e child? We 

we have prorrS to do^V^li"^ God— dut >’ what 

given you HU c d G ° d haS made Y ou His child, has 

first thing y„ u y ° U ‘° ^ K ° 0d - What ^ ‘ he 

And the answer is ren f — ^ t0 W ° rk along with Him ? 

“No.” Life is a battle ™r i0n ' Y ° U must be able t0 Say 
is also sound Christian), Commcn experience, but it 

Chapel, at Rn mo ’ 7’ lhere is a picture in the Sistine 
the deliverance from WhlCh the £ eneral subject seems to be 
though it can be ac'cmmt the . for eground rather strangely, 
the ceremonial purificat' 60 1S &n G ^ d Testament scene — 


ton of a leper by the offering of the 
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blood of the victim. But in , , 

above this Old Testament parable of thff^ OU " d behi " d and 

are the three scenes of the Temnt- >' f h [' SClan deliverance 
of Christ began. As thouvh l v, * *° n Wltb wlli(dl the work 
purifies us from sin through t he Pa "" CT "° Uld “ He 
over sin,” He >vh„ was in a H ' „ T" ° f HiS ° Wn ™‘°0' 
ye. without sin. He had to “ay ‘To 

the Gospels teaches the same Ucnn T the structure of 

first comes the preaching 

Baptist-tha. is the begLmg.^er^g 

Here is the second great fart i S , that ‘ 

hand with you , 

i h .«“. ,h 4h Tr, 

s iiiere is evil in the world, and because vou 
are a part of the world it is in you. You will have to be dm 
man who can say “ No.” You will feel inclined to be lazy; 
you will feel inclined to eat too much ; you will fee 1 inclined 
to swagger, to grab more than your share; you will feel 
inclined to be envious and ungenerous, to be passionate, to 
bear a grudge. You must say “ No.” You will have to fight. 
You must know your enemy by sight. But above all if you 
are to do your part, this is the first thing, you must be able 
to say “ No. lhat is the promise to renounce sin. 

(f) And then with the second promise, the promise to 
believe, we seem to be swinging back again from duty 
to grace, not quite — the w'ord is faith, faith by w'hich we 
respond to grace and bring it into operation — faith in the 
sense of trust. God did not make man to live without God, 
but with Him. You with God, that is the true “you” — you 
giving yourself to God, trusting yourself to Him, like the 
paralytic let down through the roof, the whole soul and will 
the man going out to God, to draw down into his own 
being the love with which He was face to face, lhat is the 
picture of faith. This is the first great positive principle of 
religion which you must make for, that the life of a man, 
°f the “ I ’’ is to give himself up to God, and to hold to 
God as he has learnt to know Him. “ God is there, and God 
is to be trusted. He has shewn that He is. I believe in 
God. I trust myself to Him.” That is the life of prater, 
the life of life itself. “ I want to be what God wants me to 
be, what I see and know God is.” And as you follow out in 
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ti^Creed the ZtZt ^ Z 

his Idirion ir not merely “God and the soul the soul and 


h“ ehgion is not merely “God and the soul the soul and 
M," but that, as his home has long ago taught him in 
another tray, his soul is bound up with the souls of others 
in a living spiritual family, a fellowship of those who know 
God’s love and live in it, with whom he stands shoulder in 
shoulder, all pledged to trust His grace and to do His will. 
That is the promise of faith expanded and expressed in the 
Creed. 

( 5 \ And then the next landmark is the promise of obedience, 
expanded in the Commandments and in the remembrance 
of your duty towards God and towards your neighbour — the 
law. And here the point is to note that obedience to the law 
is so taught that obedience to the law always means obedience 
to something behind it, the aim at an ideal, the endeavour to 
secure the dominance of a motive, the life pervaded by a 
spirit, the spirit of Him to whom you have trusted yourself; 

“ Thou shalt not,” the strict unlovely “ No,” leading, pointing 
the way to the great ideal: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart and thy neighbour as thyself.” That 
is the point to which the Catechism teaches you to guide the 
child here, obedience does not mean merely keeping rules 
“ Ihou shalt and thou shalt not,” it means learning and 
understanding , he spirit of God’s laws. The old command- 

some, h" r ? - ,he liV6S ° f P e °P ]e fneant 

hearted nT °° k eaCh CaSe what h means— whole- 

sincerit y, parity, in the service 
being- mov J , T ° d ’ ° r aga,n ’ 11 means not avoiding acts, but 
the lead o-ive ^ n " l0tlves > and we are following all the time 
whe^e helhow “A * T Lord in the Sermon on the Mount, 

when the old law Aba te ^ ^ m ° tiVe ’ 

been consid erTd^back^to A ^ the three P romises have 

explanation and in it grace> ln th e Lord’s prayer and its 
a iatter tim e— grayer SeCll0n on lhe Sacraments, added at 

Jove, the simnle a u’ P er petual surrender to the Father’s 

0) grace, for what Vrf’ Ult u a11 the children of His family 

heeps alive the com n ° W 6 wants to give, prayer which 
; which to initiat^A 11 ^° Ve between the soul and 
chosen means. 6 and susta in the sacraments are His 
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I have covered very verv 

wished to bring out is that the CateHV 8r ° Und ' Ihe P oint I 
out in a right and naturalVu^^LT “ tt ? ta " ds Points 
the road along which we wish to lea l 2 reat landmarks in 
talk to them and they to us of the T Chlldren when we 

question was— how does the Catechism a ° f G ° d ' The 

help us in catechising, i„ 

t , • ,, , f’ rcacning by question and answer? 

It g,ve S the plan the leading idea., to he followed ouTta 
catechising, in teaching by question and answer 

If I have not wearied you, I should like to touch further on 
a group of questions as to the usefulness of the Catechism fo 
this purpose, which may be answered together 

Why have a formula full of , 6 ,h a„d', 7 ,h century 
ideas i Why a formula couched in ,6th and , 7 th century 
language r W hy not teach the religion from the Bible r 
Well, I should say first, I do not say the formula is perfect, 
you can correct or supplement it, and where you wish to cor- 
rect or supplement a one-sided or inadequate statement, a 
statement where one aspect of the truth is put to the front 
and hides the other aspect, the fact that you have the provo- 
cation to such a free treatment of the formula you use has its 
advantages. It brings the point on which you wish to dwell 
into relief. May I indicate two instances. 

hirst, the promise of faith. It is a promise steadfastly to 
believe certain articles. We want it to mean the promise of 
a life-long spiritual self-surrender. It does mean that, but it 
hardly says it. You have a very obvious occasion for ex- 
plaining the distinction between the two senses of faith and 
the connection between them, e.g ., you take the story of St. 
John’s life, from the time when he heard the Baptist say, 

“ Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world,” to the time when he became one of the great teachers 
of the world. At first there was in him just “ trust,” the 
blind instinct of self-surrender. At the end there was the 
same trust, but now indissolubly linked with the things which 
he had seen and heard, which to deny would have been to 
him to deny Christ Himself. So you show how faith as trust 
grows into something which includes and is inseparable from 
a belief in facts and truths. 

Or take the explanation of an early clause ot the Lord s 
Prayer, “ Hallowed be Thy Name.” It is explained in this 
sense, that we desire God’s grace that we may worship 
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do The primary meaning - is that we 
Him as we ought to ’ . fference between the explanation 
do worship Him. meaning of the words may 

and the natural a " P trast between the Versicle and 

Respl U nse a ‘‘ O Lord, open thou our lips ; And our mouths 
S? 5 he; forth Thy praise "-.hat « the sense of the 
explanation ; we desire God's grace that we may praise 
Him-and the almost immediately succeeding response, “ J he 
Lords name be praised ’’-then God « praised. Well, the 
Lord’s Prayer teaches us that prayer begins in praise, in 
the acknowledgment of God’s goodness; that is the truth 
we do not want to lose. And we may simply use what we 
mav frankly call an imperfection in the formula to help us to 
teach it. 

But again, why these antique and difficult words r Well, 
again I do not say I would not recast the language if I could. 
But in that wonderful age there was a faculty of utterance in 
prayer and a wealth and splendour of diction in speaking of 
God and the things of God, which we have not yet revived. 
Where they translated, they often lost the concise force of 
the Latin. But the words speak ; they are living words, and 
as words which need to be explained , thev are of enormous 
teaching value. When we come to recast our national 
curriculum, and may the day be soon, ve must be careful not 
to lose sight of one element in the study of language which 
is of enormous value. To study words is to study man. To 
study words is to study life. Words are compact epitomes of 
generations and ages of human experience. May I just 
m icate by an instance or two what I mean. Lust— of old, 
tPa^i? 1 ^ 6- e j*' re nee( Tng to be qualified as sinful — there is 
into ‘‘'kii 1 " tH they d ° even what the y list— follow it out 

and read Z* haVe gone astra y ” waywardness, 

sheen in 1/ / ers ® s ’ n Ezekiel about God seeking out his 
cloudv and d 1 £ P aCes whit her they have wandered in the 
Georve Ida ** ° r ted the stor y op the 23rd Psalm as 

parable ofthT GoTd S^h ^ ^ ^ ™ ^ 

— the great n • " he P berd 111 St. John. Or again, Pomp 

“ a Picture, ff yrr e ^t n of the b ^ ° f ** conc l ueror ' it 

nagger, and a picture likf/^ ^ Schoolbo y s knoW aS 
unfamiliar word has no ® that derived straight from the 

emptiness, the emptiness"^ “Ti ° r agai "’ 

wealth, take the metaphor, the 


living example, of the miser with .v, 

he gets no good, and use him as a T - 6 ,™ ealth from which 
wealth is no less empty of good tr parab e of others whose 

and tell the children the words on WattT ^ 68 ^ V* ° thers ’ 
gloria mundi ” — “What I sn^nt t v, P lc ture, “ Sic transit 
what I gave I have ' Wh “ 1 ««- 1 lost, 

help-there is a picture of helpful n ’ess“and 7,™""'"* Up 10 
to such pictures. 1( ^ there is no end 

And as to using the Bible, who teacW th r , . 
without it does not know the CatechKm tv, ^ Catechism 
one way of teaching the Bide " 

again are sign -posts to passages in the Bible. The very fi/st 

word that needs to be explained, “ member,’’ the living part of 

a living body, may stand as one instance for all. Goto the 
• 5th chapter of St. John, the branches that live only n h 
vine “ without me ye can do nothing,” the branches that 
must bear fruit and fulfil their office in the body by which 
they hve and work that out, and then to the passages in the 

epis es o x. t. aul about the Body and the members, and 
work them out. 

On that thought I should like to end. My own experience 
ot many years of continuous teaching of all classes and all 
ages is that to use the Catechism as the basis and guide for 
catechetical teaching, with constant reference to concurrent 
Biblical teaching, is to have an incalculable aid in training 
that independent life of the mind and spirit at which all 
teaching aims, and religious teaching above all. That is 
the especial aim of catechetical teaching, of teaching by 
question and answer — to develop the individual religious mind 
°J ^e individual member of the religious community. This 

Catechism itself was originally part of the Confirmation 
servi rn : * • i v i_ • i • ~ 


— i.v.v.1 Ham useir was originally part or tne ^onnrmation 
service. Catechising in church where it is used aims at that, 
i^ut catechising at home can enable us to attain to it. There, 
above all, you can develop the faculty so difficult to develop 
in the English boy, perhaps less difficult in the English girl — 
the faculty of asking questions. We have got our ideal, our 
example before us — “They were astonished/ you remember, 
a t His understanding* and answers.” We praise children if 
they attend. He not only listened, He asked questions. 

In this, as in so many other regions of education, the 
school depends upon the home, because the home is the real 
school. 


